
DID YOU KNOW?  

FACTS ABOUT MADAGASCAR!

WHY SHOULD WE CARE?

· Long isolation (90-190 million years,) Madagascar’s rich geology has lead to a diversity of habitats and many unique species. 

· The richest place in the world for endemic biodiversity - 22 families of plants and animals - are only found in Madagascar, which means eight to ten species that you see in Madagascar only occur there. This is an estimated 2% of world's known biodiversity. 

· New species being discovered all the time - in the last 15 years over 1,000 new species have been discovered there. 

· It has the third largest reef system in the world, located in the southwestern region of Madagascar. 

· It is a global conservation priority for the Wildlife Conservation Society, as its biodiversity is extremely threatened. Most terrestrial biodiversity occurs in the forests and Madagascar currently has only 15% forest covering the island. Sadly, this lost has occurred over half of forest cover in last 50 years! The cause has been primarily driven by expanding subsistence agriculture. Madagascar is one of the poorest countries in the world; over 80% of Madagascar’s population is rural subsistence farmers, with 3% population growth rate, and inefficient land use are all contributors. 

THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION’S COMMITMENT IN MADAGASCAR

· WCS recognized Madagascar’s rich biodiversity and been working there since 1990.  WCS started with a research project in Masoala, and has now grown to projects in marine, coastal and dry forests habitats. 

· WCS was instrumental in supporting the new government’s commitment to tripling the area under protection. 

· WCS has made a commitment to support this initiative and to be the stewards, collaborating with the government and local people, to protect one of Madagascar's last forest strongholds (the largest block of forest under protection) in northeastern Madagascar. 
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· WCS has also committed to developing new conservation initiatives for the marine and coastal environments – the richest in the Indian Ocean 

· WCS has shown great success in conservation through the creation of protected areas 
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